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CHAIR’S UPDATE ON REPORT 
27 MAY 2026 

 
1. I am pleased to be able to announce that the final report of this Public Inquiry 

will be published and launched at Corn Exchange, 31 Gordon Street, Belfast 
on Thursday 18 June 2026.    

 
2. The arrangements for launch day will be as follows: 

 
2.1 Core Participants (CPs) and accredited members of the media will be 

admitted to the 3rd floor of the Inquiry premises from 08.30.  
 

2.2 The report will be made available to those attending to read (in hard copy 
form only) at 09.30.  This will be a restricted invitation only pre-
publication session.  No one in receipt of the report may disclose its 
contents to any other person outside the Inquiry premises until I make 
the formal announcement of the report’s publication at the end of my 
introduction to the report.   
 

2.3 Members of the media will be expected to observe an embargo on 
reporting until formal publication of the report is announced.  The Panel 
will convene in Hearing Room A at approximately 12.00 and any member 
of the general public will be admitted either to Hearing Room A or 
Hearing Room B depending on space.   

 
2.4 I will formally introduce and ‘publish’ the report. This will be streamed on 

the Inquiry website at www.mahinquiry.org.uk. 
 

2.5 Between 09.30 and when publication of the report is announced, no one 
should leave the premises except in case of a medical or other genuine 
emergency and with the permission of a member of the Inquiry staff.   

 
2.6 Once I have formally announced the publication of the report, an 

electronic copy of the report will be made available on the Inquiry’s 
website.   

 
2.7 CPs’ lawyers or, if unrepresented, individual CPs must inform the Inquiry 

Secretary of the names of CPs who wish to attend the pre-publication 
session by 4pm on 10 June 2026.   Any member of the media who 
wishes to attend and be provided with a copy of the report must inform 
the Inquiry Secretary by the same time. This can be done by email to 
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info@mahinquiry.org.uk.  All attendees will be required to sign a 
confidentiality/non-disclosure agreement.  

 
3. To preserve the confidence and privacy of all those attending, no interviews 

with the media are to take place either within Corn Exchange nor in front of the 
building to allow those who wish to leave privately to do so.   

 
4. This report represents the culmination of many years of work by the Inquiry 

team and, more importantly, the work of families and service users to have a 
public Inquiry into the circumstances that allowed abuse to occur at Muckamore 
Abbey Hospital.  I ask that everyone is respectful of the importance of the 
occasion and shows sensitivity to the many people connected with the hospital 
including service users, their families, members of staff and representatives of 
the Belfast Trust.   

 
5. Members of the Inquiry team and counsellors will be on hand for anyone who 

needs assistance. 
 
6. I look forward to welcoming Core Participants and all those who have made 

such a valuable contribution to this Inquiry.   
 
 
 
 

 
Tom Kark KC 
Chair MAHI 
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