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MUCKAMORE ABBEY HOSPITAL INQUIRY 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
 
 

Statement of Miriam Somerville 
Date: 27th April 2023 

 

 

 

 

I, Miriam Somerville, make the following statement for the purpose of the Muckamore 
Abbey Hospital (MAH) Inquiry. 
 
The statement is made by me in response to a request for evidence by the Inquiry Panel. 

 
This is my first statement to the Inquiry. 
 
In exhibiting any documents, I will use my initials “MS” so my first document will be 

“MS/1”. 

 

Section 1: Qualification and Position  

 

1. Qualified as speech and language therapist 1975, Leicester 

2. Masters in the management of services for people with learning disabilities, 

University of Kent 1990 

3. Post grad diploma in cognitive behavioural therapy, Belfast 2012 

4. I was director of learning disabilities services in North and West Belfast HSCT 

from 2002 – 2006 and co-director of learning disabilities services in Belfast HSCT 

from 2006 until I retired in 2011. 

 

Section 2: Modules – Topics to be addressed 

 

5. Module 6(a) will address the ‘Eastern Health and Social Services Board and North 

and West Belfast Health and Social Services Trust: Review of Policies and 

Procedures to Safeguard Children and Vulnerable Adults in Muckamore Abbey 

Hospital’ (the Review) which was completed in December 2005. 

 

Section 5: Other relevant information  
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6. I was Chair of the Review Panel whose work culminated in the Review. 

 

7. I refer to a copy of the report marked MS/1. 

 

Section 7: Declaration of Truth 

 

The contents of this witness statement are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I 

have produced all the documents which I have access to and which I believe are 

necessary to address the matters on which the Inquiry Panel has requested me to give 

evidence. 

 

 

Signed:  

Date: 27.4.2023 
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List of Exhibits (Miriam Somerville) 
 

MS/1 Eastern Health and Social Services Board and North and West Belfast Health and 

Social Services Trust: Review of Policies and Procedures to Safeguard Children 

and Vulnerable Adults in Muckamore Abbey Hospital completed in December 

2005 
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