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1 THE INQUIRY RESUMED ON TUESDAY, 10th OCTOBER 2023 AS 

2 FOLLOWS: 

3 

4 

5 

MR. DORAN: 

members. 

Good morning, Chair. Good morning, Panel 

10:09 

6 

7 

CHAIRPERSON: 

Yes. 

Good morning, hold on one second, sorry. 

8 MR. DORAN: Chair, there is a Restriction Order 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

application in respect of this morning's evidence. 

This morning P117's mother and father will be giving 

evidence to the Inquiry. 

CHAIRPERSON: Do you want me to make a temporary 

Restriction Order on this application? 

MR. DORAN: Yes indeed. 

10:10 

15 

16 

17 

18 

CHAIRPERSON: So following the usual form I'll 

temporarily place a Restriction Order just on the 

application to ensure that if I do make an order it 

will be effective. 

10:10 

19 

20 THE HEARING WENT INTO RESTRICTED SESSION 10:10 

21 

22 THE HEARING WENT INTO OPEN SESSION 

23 

24 

25 

CHAIRPERSON: Is there 

communicate to the PPS 

somebody 

that the 

in the room who will 

solicitors to the 10:28 

26 

27 

28 

Inquiry will write to them today? 

MR. DORAN: Yes, we can ensure that 

Chair. 

that happens, 

29 CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. 

5 

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd. 











    

          

        

      

 

          

  

     

        

        

        

       

        

         

            

       

        

      

        

        

    

 

          

      

      

         

      

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 10:35 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 10:35 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 10:36 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 10:36 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 10:36 

26 

27 

28 

29 

reading in in open, so I am going to move now to read 

the statement and I begin with the statement of P117's 

Mother, which, as I have said, contains all of the 

detail. 

So the statement is dated the 25th of September 2023 

and it reads:  

"I P117's Mother, make the following statement for the 

purpose of the Muckamore Abbey Hospital Inquiry. In 

exhibiting any document I will number my documents so 

my first document will be exhibit 1. My connection 

with MAH is that my daughter, P117, was a patient of 

MAH. I attach a photograph of P117 at exhibit 1. The 

relevant time periods that I can speak about is the 

22nd April 1998 to the 27th March 2001 and the 9th of 

August 2001 to the 26th of March 2018.  

P117 is the daughter of myself and my husband, P117's 

Father, who is also providing a statement to the 

Inquiry. P117 is the younger of our two children.  

She has an elder sister called P117's Sister. P117 

has diagnoses of epilepsy, learning disability and 

behavioural problems.  

In respect of my pregnancy and birth with P117 all was 

relatively normal and straightforward. Whilst P117 

seemed to be meeting her developmental milestones, 

when she was about nine months old I began to notice 

differences between her and her sister. For example 

10 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 10:37 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 10:37 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 10:37 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 10:38 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 10:38 

26 

27 

28 

29 

P117 never wanted to be cuddled or soothed with 

affection in the way other babies that age would. At 11 

months old P117 suffered her first seizure, both my 

husband and I were present and P117 was on the floor 

when she started fitting. She had a grand mal seizure. 

I am epileptic and therefore immediately recognised what 

was happening. My older daughter, P117's Sister, is 

also epileptic. We brought P117 to the Royal Victoria 

Hospital for Sick Children, Belfast, and she was tested 

for epilepsy. P117 was diagnosed with epilepsy at 15 

months. She has complex epilepsy and is on medication 

to try and control her seizures.  P117's fits are 

different to those of her sister.  

P117 has clusters of fits and has different types of 

seizures ranging from stares and appearing vacant to 

full tonic clonic seizures. Both P117 and P117's Sister 

were prescribed Keppra Levetiracetam for their seizures 

around 2000. To date this has kept them both seizure 

free.  

When P117 was about three years old she went to 

playschool. She did not interact very much about the 

other children. She sometimes wrecked the table. She 

was verbal but she would get very agitated, she would 

shout, she was disruptive, she was very active. By the 

time she was five years old the health visitor had an 

educational psychologist prepare an educational 

statement. This enabled P117 to go to a school for 

children with severe learning disabilities. P117 

travelled to the school by bus. Both my husband and I 

11 
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1 considered the school unsuitable as it was for severe 

2 learning disabilities and we were concerned it would 

3 not challenge P117 or help her to make the best of her 

4 abilities. We subsequently decided to home school 

5 both P117 and her sister and we engaged tutors to 10:38 

6 assist, however we faced legal action by the Education 

7 Authority for this and we were subsequently find a 

8 pound. 

9 

10 We then moved house hoping to bring the children within 10:38 

11 the catchment area for another school which was for 

12 children with mild learning disabilities. The girls 

13 did start at the school but it was not a successful 

14 placement and after a year or so they both went to 

15 another school which was also a school for special 10:39 

16 educational needs.  

17 

18 P117 started at the school between the ages of 9 and 10 

19 years old. This continued until she was 19 years old, 

20 although there were periods when she did not attend due 10:39 

21 to being suspended due to behaviour issues. As P117 

22 got older her behaviour deteriorated and became more 

23 accentuated. She could understand basic things, and 

24 could read and write but there was definitely some kind 

25 of intellectual disability.  10:39 

26 Despite issues with behaviour, P117 was happy within 

27 the family and had a happy childhood. At times the 

28 sisters fought, particularly as P117 can be very 

29 impulsive and had no sense of danger. However, there 

was nothing out 

12 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 10:40 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 10:40 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 10:40 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 10:40 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 10:40 

26 

27 

28 

29 

of the ordinary for siblings and there is a genuine 

affection between them.  

P117 was admitted to MAH on went 2nd April 1998 when 

she was 12 years, nine months old for respite. This 

admission was suggested by a social worker as it had 

got to the stage when P117's Sister was not getting 

much attention because P117's needs were so intense.  

P117 was admitted to Conicar Ward which was the 

children's unit at MAH and rather old fashioned. She 

initially stayed there from Sunday to Thursday every 

week and spent the rest of the week at home.  

Subsequently this was extended to Sunday to Friday so 

essentially she had the weekends at home and we would 

also visit P117 in MAH during the week. It was the 

first time P117 had been separated from us. This 

arrangement went on for about three years until she was 

discharged on 27th March 2001.  

Whilst P117 was in Conicar she saw a behavioural 

expert..." 

Who you name in your statement. 

"When we visited P117 when she was in Conicar she 

seemed happy. There were times in Conicar when P117 

had seizures and had to be admitted to Antrim Area 

Hospital but we did not consider this unusual given 

P117's diagnosis.  

13 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 10:41 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 10:41 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 10:41 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 10:42 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 10:42 

26 

27 

28 

29 

During this period of time we effectively shared care 

with MAH. We were able to secure help for when P117 

was at home. Agency care workers would come at the 

weekends and would sometimes take P117 out to ensure 

what she had the best possible time.  

By August 2001 when P117 was 16 years old she had 

become more aggressive. She would sometimes wreck the 

house.  She hit an agency care worker, myself and my 

husband.  We worried that she might hurt someone.  

P117's Sister was afraid during these episodes also. 

We looked at different facilities in which to place 

P117 but were unable to find anything suitable for her 

specific needs.  

On the 9th of August 2001 myself and P117's Father 

telephoned our GP for advice on what to do. A social 

worker came out to our home and documents were signed 

to have P117 detained at MAH. The social worker took 

P117 in a car and P117's Father and I followed behind 

in our car. P117 was just 16 years old when she was 

readmitted to MAH and detained under the Mental Health 

Order. She was admitted to Fintona North Ward in which 

the children did not have their own room but rather 

they all slept in a large dormitory. We did not have 

any experience of detention before this. We were told 

that P117 would remain in MAH for a period of six weeks 

for assessment. We were also told that we could not 

visit P117 during this time which we found that very 

14 
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1 difficult. I would telephone MAH to ask how P117 was 

2 and to try and speak to her but the staff we spoke to 

3 would not let P117 talk to us on the telephone.  

4 After the six week assessment period had ended myself 

5 and P117's Father visited P117. We felt what P117 was 

6 okay but we thought what she had to remain in MAH as we 

7 were told that it was the best place for her to receive 

8 the proper treatment she required and to have her 

9 medications adjusted appropriately. At no stage were 

10 we told that P117's detention in MAH would be long-

11 term. We believed after treatment she would come home 

12 again full-time.  

13 

14 We were able to bring P117 home most weekends from 

15 Friday afternoon until Sunday evening after her initial 

16 six week period, despite her remaining a detained 

17 patient. There were no restrictions on what 

18 activities we as a family could do with P117 during 

19 this time at home.  

20 

21 P117 also attended a school for children with special 

22 educational needs from MAH for a few days every week 

23 between the ages of 16 years to 19 years old whilst she 

24 was a detained patient. P117 was brought in a taxi 

25 from MAH to the school. However, P117 did not settle 

26 well in the school and this was when she was suspended 

27 for bad behaviour which meant that her attendance at 

28 school was on and off.  

29 

10:42 

10:43 

10:43 

10:43 

10:43 

15 
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1 When P117 was 19 or 20 years old she was given a trial 

2 period in a supported living facility for a few months. 

3 This trial was unsuccessful because the other residents 

4 seemed more subdued than P117 who could be very active 

5 and so she did not fit in. Also, there were very few 10:44 

6 activities for P117 there and staff did not seem to be 

7 able to arrange any for her. During this time we 

8 continued bringing P117 home at the weekend and would 

9 have brought her to Newcastle for visits. When this 

10 trial placement ended P117 was readmitted to MAH." 10:44 

11 

12 Now, P117's Mother and P117's Father, I am now going 

13 to go forward then and start at paragraph 60 and read 

14 in 60 to 70 and these paragraphs deal with the issues 

15 of medication and discharge resettlement. I am also 10:45 

16 going to read in 74 and 75.  

17 

18 "During P117's time in Donegore she was put on 

19 Clozapine which we were told was part of an attempt to 

20 reduce the cocktail of medication that P117 was taking.  10:45 

21 We were told that there was a risk to her heart from 

22 the Clozapine and that she would therefore need blood 

23 tests every month to manage this risk. We were also 

24 told there would be side effects at the beginning of 

25 the treatment and so she was started on a dosage of 25 10:45 

26 milligrams a day. As part of the adjustments to P117's 

27 medication her Clozapine dosage was increased 

28 frequently. She was at times over medicated as she 

29 would be jerky and drooling which would not behaviour 

16 
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1 that she would usually have. I contacted the 

2 consultant Dr. H614 directly about the medication P117 

3 was on and the effect it was having on her. At this 

4 stage P117 was on over 200 milligram of Clozapine. We 

5 were worried that P117 was going to have a seizure 10:46 

6 because of the high medication level. I knew her 

7 medication levels as we had to give her medication to 

8 her when she came home at the weekends and so this 

9 information had to be shared with us.  

10 P117 had a grand mal tonic clonic seizure when her 10:46 

11 Clozapine medication was at 400 milligrams. I cannot 

12 recall the exact date this occurred but I was so 

13 worried that I contacted doctor H614 directly. She was 

14 on holiday at the time but assured us she would contact 

15 MAH about the level of Clozapine being given to P117. 10:46 

16 We can only assume that in response to this the 

17 prescription was slightly reduced.  

18 

19 I remained worried about the possibility of P117's 

20 Clozapine medication being increased again and so I 10:46 

21 contacted everyone I could think of for help. On the 

22 9th March 2015 I was due to attend a meeting at MAH 

23 about P117's Clozapine. Prior to that meeting, I had 

24 telephoned the Public Health Agency for assistance and 

25 spoke to someone at the PHA." 10:47 

26 

27 Who you name in your statement. 

28 

29 "I explained my concerns about the level of P117's 

17 

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd. 



    

     

        

        

     

       

        

       

         

        

        

           

          

       

          

          

          

   

      

       

        

        

          

      

         

 

        

 

1 medication, including that P117 had a grand mal 

2 seizure following the increase of her Clozapine to 400 

3 milligrams. The person from the PHA I spoke to agreed 

4 to contact MAH about this issue.  

5 10:47 

6 Both myself and P117's Father attended the meeting and 

7 were told that P117 had been re-graded from a detained 

8 patient to a voluntary patient. I was provided with a 

9 letter dated the 10th March 2015 from the Chief 

10 Executive of the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust, 10:47 

11 BHSCT, which stated: "I wish to inform you that from 

12 9th March 2015 the above named has been assessed as no 

13 longer needing to be detained in hospital and is now a 

14 voluntary patient." I attach a copy of Mental Health 

15 Order discharge of 9th March 2015 at exhibit 15 and a 10:48 

16 copy of the letter dated 10th March 2015 at exhibit 16. 

17 We are suspicious of the motives of BHSCT sending such 

18 a letter at the time.  

19 

20 After this meeting P117's Clozapine medication was not 10:48 

21 increased again. I do remember that there were Mental 

22 Health Review Tribunals before this meeting when P117 

23 was reviewed to a voluntary patient but I do not recall 

24 the detail of these or when the last one before this 

25 one was held. Although P117 became a voluntary 10:48 

26 patient in March 2015 no facility was provided to her 

27 by BHSCT. 

28 

29 P117 was resettled on 26th March 2018 at a supported 

living facility." 

18 
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1 

2 Which you mention in your statement. 

3 

4 "We had requested a home for P117 close to our home in 

5 Belfast. We had meetings with the resettlement team at 10:49 

6 MAH before she was moved to the supported living 

7 facility. P117 went for a trial in the facility which 

8 was supposed to be for one or two nights but P117 

9 stayed on at this facility and refused to return to MAH 

10 once she started to stay there. P117 is happy with 10:49 

11 how she is now, certainly by comparison with MAH.  

12 Since P117 has been discharged the curvature of her 

13 back has improved. Her back was poor while she was in 

14 MAH but it was not an issue before she went to MAH.  

15 She is walking every day now which she was not able to 10:49 

16 do in MAH and is living a more independent life.  

17 After P117 left MAH between September, December 2018 

18 she was treated for an extreme fungal infection in her 

19 ears at the RVH. This had never been diagnosed in MAH 

20 even though she had repeated infections in MAH." 10:49 

21 

22 Moving on to paragraph 74: 

23 

24 "Neither myself nor my husband have any confidence in 

25 the way that P117's medication was managed by the 10:50 

26 clinician at MAH. We believe there was an overuse of 

27 medication because it was easy when other methods 

28 should and could have been explored. In or around 

29 February or March 2022, I wrote to Sarah Meekin, a 

19 
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1 she was first put on the Clozapine. Laura was on a lot 

2 of different drugs, what they call a family of drugs. 

3 So we were told by the psychiatrist then they were 

4 putting her on the Clozapine and they were telling us 

5 about the risk about her heart, you have to get blood 11:06 

6 tests every four weeks and I wasn't too happy about it. 

7 She went on it, and we had her home a lot as well, and 

8 P117 was doing a lot of jerking like this here and I 

9 used to rub her arm to try and comfort her and she used 

10 to drool an awful a lot. Even when you brought her 11:06 

11 home she was falling asleep, P117 are you not going to 

12 talk to us, she used to fall asleep all the time. I 

13 was very worried about the jerks and then the jerks got 

14 worse and I phoned up the ward and I asked them to keep 

15 a record of this, and they did for a while. They were 11:06 

16 saying to me yes, she had been jerking a lot. I had 

17 been saying to the psychiatrist what I am not happy 

18 about her being on this. Before P117 went on the 

19 Clozapine, P117 was able to walk about on her own. We 

20 used to take her around Castle gardens out in Antrim, 11:07 

21 we used to bring her out there for walks. She used to 

22 walk on her own, she would chase after us before she 

23 went on the Clozapine. She walked independently, no 

24 issues. When she was put on the Clozapine, even to 

25 now P117 won't walk on her own, she has to hold on to 11:07 

26 somebody, sometimes two people. She never had what 

27 problem before. But these drugs are like controlling, 

28 like they take, they don't just do the behaviour they 

29 damage them in other ways. I mean P117 has lost 

31 
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1 THE INQUIRY RESUMED AS FOLLOWS: 

2 

3 THE HEARING WENT INTO OPEN SESSION 

4 

5 CHAIRPERSON: Mr. McEvoy. 13:58 

6 MR. MCEVOY: Chair, members of the Panel, good 

7 afternoon. Chair, Panel members, in this session 

8 you'll be hearing evidence from the father and mother 

9 of P36. I have been asked to apply for a Restriction 

10 Order so, if I could, in order to make that 13:59 

11 application, ask for the application. 

12 CHAIRPERSON: We'll make a temporary Restriction Order 

13 to cover the application for the usual reasons. 

14 

15 THE HEARING WENT INTO RESTRICTED SESSION 13:59 

16 

17 THE HEARING WENT INTO OPEN SESSION 

18 

19 CHAIRPERSON: We will be sitting -- it's another long 

20 day tomorrow I'm afraid, and apologies to the 17:02 

21 stenographer, who's been working probably harder than 

22 all of us, thank you very much. But we will take 

23 breaks tomorrow. We won't be able to get through the 

24 whole morning with just one break okay 9 o'clock 

25 tomorrow morning. Thank you very much. 17:02 

26 

27 THE INQUIRY WAS THEN ADJOURNED UNTIL WEDNESDAY, 11TH 

28 OCTOBER 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

29 

42 
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